  LUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Ludham Parish Council held on Tuesday 7th October 2014
in the Church Room, Ludham at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Mr M Flett (Chairman)










Mrs C Willoughby

Mrs K Bates

Mrs S Farnsworth

Mr J Usher
Mr A Lupson
Mr M Monk

Mr B Webb
Mrs J Beardshaw, Clerk
Welcome to the public: The Chairman welcomed 9 members of the public, together with the District Councillor. 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from: Mr D Ritchie, Mrs C Wall, Mr J Youngs, Mr B Tubby.  The Chairman informed the Parish Council that Mr Tubby and his wife had recently had a baby.  Councillors asked the Clerk to send their congratulations
Declarations of interest: None 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 2nd September were approved  
Matters Arising: 

· The Chairman updated the Council on the situation with the benches on School Close, which need removing before the building work at School Close begins.  He had undertaken some research and discovered that one bench is in memory of Bill Haines.  He informed the Council that he did not believe that any relation of Mr Haines lives in the village (in order that they could have been consulted).  Therefore he suggested that this bench could be moved to Bakers’ Arms Green.  The other bench had been donated by Wroxham and District Round Table, and the bowls club had agreed to take it.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to arrange the re-siting of both
Correspondence:

1. PCSO report.  The Clerk read the PCSO report to the Council as follows: 1 report of a burglary other than a dwelling, 3 reports of rowdy or nuisance behaviour, 3 calls for information purposes, 2 reports of found property, 2 reports of a road traffic collision, 1 call for animal issues, 2 calls for a concern for safety, 1 report of suspicious circumstances.  There had been 2 reported crimes in the month: 1 theft of a sign from the road side which occurred between 4th and 5th September, and 1 burglary other than a dwelling where a chainsaw was stolen from a shed on Horsefen road between 24th July and 24th September
2. HMRC.  Parish Council re-registration with HMRC to comply with legislation.  Noted 

3. NCC.  Details of the Parish Partnership Scheme to assist parish councils with 50:50 funding for Highway improvements.  The Clerk outlined the Parish Partnership Scheme, which had been running for three years very successfully and was due to be extended to 2015 / 2016.  The County Council had allocated £200,000 on a 50/50 basis to fund schemes put forward by Town and Parish Councils to deliver projects that are priorities for local communities.  The Clerk explained that the closing date is January 2015, and that NCC were encouraging villages with speeding issues to put forward applications for SAM2 signs, which needed to be moved every four weeks within the village.  The Chairman asked the Clerk for more information on this and said that he would also undertake some research before the next meeting with a view to explaining SAM2 signs more fully to the Council
4. Elaine Ferguson, Housing Development Officer, NNDC.  Affordable Housing progress in Ludham.  Possible identification of location for scheme.  Elaine Ferguson had attended the meeting and explained that NNDC had been in discussion with the landowner of LUD02 (Catfield Road) site with a view to building affordable houses on the site.  Ms Ferguson explained that the needs analysis indicated that a scheme of not more than 10 dwellings would be built (in addition to some market housing) as follows:  3 x 1 bed house / flats, 1 x 1 bed bungalow, 3 x 2bed houses, 1 x 3 bed house, 2 x shared ownership dwellings, 2 x 2 bed house.  Ms Ferguson went on to explain that the next steps would be for NNDC to work with a housing provider (in this case probably Victory Housing) to design a scheme (an indicative layout) to be provided to the Parish Council in order to obtain their views prior to arranging a consultation event.  The purpose of the event would be to provide affordable housing information to the wider public and seek comments from the public on design and layout
5. NALC.  New laws regarding the rights to film and report on meetings.  Requirement to change standing orders to reflect new laws.  The Chairman explained that because of new legislation on this topic, item 3l in the Ludham Parish Council standing orders needed to be deleted and amended.  This was noted by Councillors, with a view to the Clerk drafting an amendment as advised by NALC
Agenda items:

1. Parish Council website – update.  The Clerk explained that it had been hoped that Councillors could have seen the website by now, but that there were some technical issues with the provider, which meant that the website was still not available
2. Bottle recycling – update.  The Clerk explained that agreements had been made with Berryman, who would supply the new bottle banks and remove the glass, and Norfolk County Council, who would then pay for the glass.  The Chairman had visited the two pubs in the village and updated them on the situation.  He noted that both were happy with the changes
3. Confirmation of accounts.  The Chairman reported that he had seen the accounts and was satisfied that they reconciled correctly
4. Donations.  Decisions regarding donations for the year.  The Clerk outlined the donations which had been made in previous years.  After discussion, the Chairman suggested that the Clerk send round the donation list prior to the following meeting, so that Councillors could have more time to consider donation recommendations
5. Christmas tree lights.  The Chairman explained that, after some years, the Christmas lights were no longer serviceable, and that new ones were required.  Mr Lupson suggested that the Council may wish to ask the Clerk to write to the Womack Trustees to highlight the problem and to ask if they would be willing to consider a donation towards the lights.  This was agreed

Reports:  
Mr Usher reported that he had attended a Safer Neighbourhood meeting and that the Police would be undertaking speed checks on School Lane and at Johnson Street.  In addition the Police would be speaking with the school regarding Halloween.  Their three priorities currently are a) to tackle anti-social behaviour in Stalham, b) to tackle anti-social behaviour in Millside play park, and c) to tackle anti-social behaviour at Hoveton Village Hall.  The Chairman thanked Mr Usher for attending the SNAP meeting and for his report
Adjourn meeting
County / District Councillor Reports:  County Councillor Dave Thomas had not been able to attend the meeting.  District Councillor Paul Williams noted that he supported the idea of SAM2 signs in the village.  In addition he reported that NNDC was promoting health and wellbeing and would be contacting the Village Hall to discuss potential fitness groups.  Councillors informed Cllr Williams that there were already various fitness groups active at the Village Hall.  He also highlighted some meetings that would be taking place for new/potential Parish Councillors with the elections coming up in May.  
Richard Pinning asked about the St Benet’s Pathway.  District Councillor Paul Williams explained that he believed that when the work to the pathway was scheduled the agreements would be signed with the landowners

Paul Rice informed the Council that he was currently an advocate specialising in highways issues/road safety/planning and a Broads Authority volunteer (climate change) specifically working on flood alleviation/mitigation. He said that he would speak with Justin Le-May regarding the drain at Latchmoor Park, which a member of the public had highlighted was a hazard when covered with leaves
Reconvene meeting.

Planning Applications:

1. NNDC.  PF/14/1101.  The Barns, Fritton Road.  Variation of condition 3 of planning permission reference 97/0999 to permit full residential occupancy.  Supported
2. NNDC.  PF/14/1247.  Yew Tree Cottage, Staithe Road.  Erection of two-storey rear extension.  Revised design to omit dormer windows and include roof light.  Supported
Planning Decisions:
1. BA/2014/0264/LBC.  4 Manor Wyn, Yarmouth Road.  Foundation stabilisation to rear right corner of two storey rear projection/cloakroom following subsidence damage.  Permitted.  Noted
2. NNDC.  PF/14/0664.  14 Catfield Road.  Erection of detached two-storey dwelling.  Refused.  Noted
3. NNDC.  PF/14/0922.  Hill View, Norwich Road.  Demolition of single-storey dwelling and erection of replacement one and a half storey dwelling.  Permitted.  Noted
Payments: 

1. S/O: Peakes.  Grass cutting.  £259.  Authorised
2. Chq no 1011.  M Peake.  Clearing and hedge cutting beside allotment land, Coldharbour Lane.  £30.  Authorised
3. Chq no 1012. Ludham PCC.  Churchyard mowing.  £368.50.  Authorised
4. Chq no 1013.  Clerk salary and expenses.  £461.87.  Authorised
5. Chq no 1014.  MJL Flett.  Mileage.  £39.66.  Authorised
At the Chairman’s discretion: 
1. Vodafone Sure Signal.  The Clerk had recently received more information on this item and the Chairman agreed to add it as a late item to the agenda.  Vodafone had offered 100 villages in the County the opportunity to take part in a trial.  The application needed to be in by 15th October and 5+ sites were required for the installation of an ‘open sure signal unit’.  Permission would be required from landlords and property owners to use these sites, and each site required a minimum of 4MBps of broadband.  After some discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would struggle to find this strength of broadband within five useful sites in the correct locations, especially within the timescale required and considering that in 2015 it was anticipated that broadband speeds (and therefore mobile phone reception) would improve.  It was agreed not to pursue the trial any further
Other items to be noted or for future agendas:
Mr Webb noted that he had been working with County Councillor Dave Thomas on some issues with pathways within the village, and had been delighted by Cllr Thomas’ swift response and immediate action.  The Council noted this
Apologies for the next meeting:  
Items for the Parish News: 
1. Affordable housing 
2. Bottle Banks

3. Fireworks
The meeting closed at 8.55pm
Next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Tuesday 4th November 2014 in the Church Rooms at 7.30pm
