  LUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Ludham Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th January 2015
in the Church Room, Ludham at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Mr M Flett (Chairman)









Mrs C Willoughby

Mrs S Farnsworth

Mr J Usher
Mr B Webb
Mr J Youngs
Mr M Monk

Mrs J Beardshaw, Clerk
Welcome to the public: The Chairman welcomed 10 members of the public, together with District Councillor Paul Williams
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from: Ben Tubby, Adrian Lupson, Christine Wall
Declarations of interest: None 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 2nd December 2014 were approved  
Matters Arising: 
The Clerk explained that a ‘solar array’ could be any photovoltaic arrangement ranging from a few cells on a house to a field of thousands of cells
Correspondence:

1. PCSO report.  The Clerk did not have the PCSO report at the meeting, but received the following information from the PCSO:  the Police had received 12 calls from the Ludham area since the last meeting.  3 calls for information purposes, 4 reports of rowdy or nuisance behaviour, 1 report of theft (not in Ludham) 1 report of a road traffic collision, 1 report of a missing person (found shortly after), 1 road related call, 1 report of a burglary.  There had also been three reported crimes: between 31st October and 11th December, a burglary at a property on Yarmouth road, between 4th and 8th December, theft of fuel from 2 excavators which had been left on Cold harbour road, on 24th December, an assault which is still being investigated.  Noted
2. Wicksteed.  Play inspection report.  Carol Willoughby summarised the play inspection report.  Matt Monk agreed to fix the seesaw with parts which he already had.  Matt Monk had also ordered the new bin for the playground.  Carol Willougby noted that she would be calling an on-site meeting of the Playground Committee and planned to arrange regular inspections.  The Clerk was asked to find a relevant form for inspections and send it to Carol Willoughby
3. Womack Charitable Trust.  Parish Council representative.  The Chairman explained that the Trust required a trustee to take the place of David Ritchie for the balance of the term (until 2017).  He explained that the trustee must have no pecuniary interest.  John Youngs agreed to take on this role until 2017
4. Norfolk CAB.  Letter of thanks for £75 donation.  Noted
5. East Anglian Air Ambulance.  Letter of thanks for £100 donation.  The Clerk read some information from the letter as follows: ‘EAAA is solely funded by charitable donations from the people of East Anglia and we are indebted to those who continue to support us.  Last month we undertook 127 missions, of which 46 were in Norfolk. We operate 365 days a year and currently each mission costs £2,448.  In 2013 we became the first air ambulance service in England and Wales to operate a full helicopter emergency medical service during the hours of darkness, thanks to the funding received from individuals and organisations like you’.  Noted
6. Norfolk Age UK.  Letter of thanks for £75 donation.  Noted
7. Community Payback scheme.  The Clerk outlined the details of the letter from the Community Payback Unit: the unit is looking for new projects that benefit local communities and that are visible to the public.  The unit undertakes a variety of outside projects like grass cutting, path widening, fence erection, scrub clearance and graffiti removal as well as indoor work such as painting, decorating and light construction work.  A working group consist of nine offenders who are supervised at all times by a trained member of staff.  They have their own transport and a large amount of petrol powered and manual grass cutting equipment and a full range of personal protective equipment.  They also have an extensive range of stepladders, mobile scaffolds and decorating equipment.  Offenders are required to wear high visibility vests within the Community Payback logo.  The Parish Council asked that the item be added to the next agenda for consideration
Agenda items:

1. How Hill Staithe – register of title.  The Chairman explained that the Staithe at How Hill was approximately 50 yards long but that there was no definable start or finish to the Staithe.  He had applied for the documentation in order to obtain title to the Staithe.  The Chairman confirmed that he would keep the Parish Council informed, but that he expected that there would be further costs in addition to the £80.08 previously agreed
2. Parish Partnership / SAM2 sign.  After discussion, the Parish Council AGREED to put in an application for the SAM2 sign using the locations identified by the Clerk and the Highways Engineer.  If the application were agreed the Parish Council could then consider if they wish to purchase a sign.  The Clerk outlined costings as around £2,800 for the SAM2 sign, plus £250 for data tracking and £50 x 8 for additional brackets.  The Council asked the Clerk to put an item in the Parish News asking for volunteers to manage the signs.  It was agreed that without these volunteers the purchase of a SAM2 sign could be untenable
Reports:  
1. Matt Monk reported that the fireworks display had been very successful, and enjoyed by all.  The Chairman thanked Mr Monk for his hard work on New Year’s Eve to make the fireworks display a success
Adjourn meeting
County / District Councillor Reports:  County Councillor Dave Thomas had sent his apologies as he was unwell
The District Councillor noted that he expected that the Parish Council may have some information from Victory Housing regarding the possible Exceptions Housing scheme on Catfield Road during the month.  He also reported that he had received no response to a request for an update on the Ludham Bridge footpath.  The Chairman noted that he had spoken with Adrian Clark at the Broads Authority, who had mentioned Spring as a possible opening time
Various members of the public thanked the Matt Monk for his excellent work organising the fireworks display on New Year’s Eve

Jon Simpson offered his assistance with the SAM2 sign, both with the moving / charging of the sign and also in terms of the Parish News.  
Various members of the public emphasised again the problems with the roads / flooding / drainage.  The Clerk was asked to speak with Simon Briggs (the Highways Engineer) about the possibility of a layby on Catfield Road for cars for the school.  Jim Usher also asked the Clerk to speak with the County Councillor / Highways about the white lines on School Road and also about potholes on School Road
Reconvene meeting.

Planning Applications:

1. None
Planning Decisions:

1. NNDC.  PF/14/1101.  1, The Barns, Fritton Road.  Variation of condition 3 of planning permission to permit full residential occupancy.    Noted
The following payments were authorised: 

1. S/O: Peakes.  Grass cutting.  £259

2. Chq 1028.  MJL Flett.  How Hill Staithe land registry.  £80.08 inc £7.99 VAT

3. Chq 1029.  Berryman collection service.  Mixed Glass.  £7.38 inc £1.23 VAT

4. Chq 1030.  Clerk salary and expenses.  £407.60

5. Chq 1031. Ludham PCC.  Hire of Church Rooms.  £93.50

At the Chairman’s discretion: 
Other items to be noted or for future agendas:
The Chairman asked Councillors to consider nominating themselves or others for the position of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council
Apologies for the next meeting:  
Items for the Parish News: 
1. SAM2 sign
2. Reminder regarding bottle banks
The meeting closed at 8.25pm
Next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 3rd February 2015 in the Church Rooms at 7.30pm
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