
  LUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Ludham Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th April 2016
in the Church Room, Ludham 

Present: 
Cllr M Flett
Cllr P Wall

Cllr T Gabriel
Cllr R Pinning

Cllr A Lumbard
Cllr J Youngs
Cllr M Monk

Cllr S Farnsworth
Cllr B Tubby

Cllr C Willoughby

Cllr A Lupson

Cllr J Usher
Mrs J Beardshaw, Clerk
1. Welcome to the public: the Chairman welcomed 9 members of the public
2. Apologies for absence:  all Councillors were present
3. Declarations of interest: none
4. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 1st March 2016 were approved  
5. Matters Arising: 
a. Boat waste update.  The Chairman explained that NNDC would definitely be ceasing funding for the boat waste at Ludham Bridge Staithe and at Womack Staithe at the end of March 2017.  The Parish Council agreed that firstly it should be challenging this decision, and secondly contacting the owners of the two boat waste sites (the Environment Agency and NNDC themselves).  The Clerk was asked to speak with the officer at NNDC responsible for the decision to help them with an estimated cost for future boat waste.  The Clerk explained that as NNDC was ceasing their funding, officers at NNDC did not know how each Parish Council planned to tackle any future boat waste (perhaps using recycling bins etc) which would entail separate costings, which would need to be researched.  Cllr Lumbard said that he would speak with the RSPB, the Norfolk Naturalist Trust and the BBC to put pressure on NNDC not to stop the service

b. Broads Plan / Broads Local Plan – reminder to respond to survey.  The Chairman reminded Councillors to fill in the survey separately before 8th April.  Noted
6. Correspondence:

a. PCSO report. The PCSO had sent the Clerk a report detailing that there had been 4 calls since the last meeting, as follows:  one call for information purposes, 1 abandoned call, 1 report of lost property, and one report of suspicious circumstances.  Noted
b. NCC.  Electronic planning applications – consultation.  The Clerk explained that NCC had written to the Council to note that it would be stopping paper copies of planning applications but that if the Council required a paper copy there would be a cost (up to £0.18 per page).  The Clerk noted that NCC rarely sent planning applications anyway, but that the change would inevitably filter down to NNDC and the BA.  Noted
c. Womack Staithe Trust.  Agreement to increase the grass / hedge cutting grant to £4500 annually.  The Chairman explained that the Council had taken on various additional costs and there had also been an increase in the hedge cutting costs at the Village Hall.  He also noted that the Womack Staithe Trust had allocated an additional amount of money (up to £500) for any additional verge cutting which may be required as a result of NCC cutting back on verge cutting in the county.  Noted
d. Cty Cllr Bradnock.  Flooding at Whitegates.  Cty Cllr Bradnock had been in touch with the Clerk to note that she was working with Justin Le-May, the Highways Engineer to try to alleviate the flooding problems near Whitegates.  Noted
e. BA.  Application for works to trees subject to a TPO.  The Pines, Horse Fen Road.  Removal of one conifer.  Noted 
f. BA.  Application for works to trees subject to a TPO.  The Willows, Horse Fen Road.  Aldercrown reduction by 5m.  Approved.  Noted 
g. BA.  Application for works to trees subject to a TPO.  The Manor, Staithe Road.  Works to 13 trees.  Approved.  Noted
h. BA.  Application for works to trees subject to a TPO.  Staithe House, Staithe Road.  Works to 11 trees.  Approved.  Noted
7. Agenda items: 
a. Womack Staithe Trust.  Noticeboard on Womack Staithe in need of replacement.  The Chairman had taken a look at this noticeboard and explained that it needed two new oak posts.  Cllr Monk kindly offered to look at this on behalf of the Parish Council
b. Womack Staithe Trust.  Cllr Flett’s four year term of office on the Trust finishes at the end of April 2016.  The Parish Council is required to identify a trustee for a further four years.  Cllr Flett asked if any other Councillors would be willing to take on this role.  Cllr Gabriel kindly offered to be put forward.  Following a vote of Councillors Cllr Flett was confirmed in the role for a further 4 year term.  Cllr Flett thanked Cllr Gabriel for putting himself forward
c. NALC.  Changes to the planning process.  Response to consultation.  The Chairman explained a consultation was underway for changes in the planning process.  The Clerk had emailed Councillors with the details.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would await further clarification from NNDC / NCC at a future date
8. Reports:  
a. Clean for the Queen.  The Chairman reported that 11 people had turned up to the ‘Clean for the Queen’ event despite the pouring rain.  Cllr Wall noted that School Road up to Whitegates required a further litter pick.  The Chairman agreed to assist Cllr Wall with this and thanked Cllr Wall for his consistent litter picking on School Road.  
b. Cllr Willoughby.  Village Event to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday.  Cllr Willoughby reported that the PCC fund raising committee intended to hold a village celebration at How Hill.  She noted that the event would be free of charge and was intended to take place on Saturday 4th June from 5pm to 9pm.  She went on to explain that the PCC fund raising committee were planning to have music outside and that Simon Partridge had kindly offered to open the How Hill Gardens for the event.  Cllr Willoughby asked the Parish Council if it might be willing to look favourably on a request for a donation.  Councillors confirmed that they would be willing to support this event in principle
c. Cllr Usher.  SNAP.  Cllr Usher had spoken with David Laws at NCC regarding the speed analysis at Catfield Road (outside the School) and at Johnson Street.  Cllr Usher presented David Laws’ findings and explained that he would follow the information up with the police.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Usher very much for his work, and also for his interesting notes about the speed checks.  
d. Cllr Lumbard.  St Benet’s pathway update.  Cllr Lumbard informed the Council that the footpath is complete and is due to be open for the May bank holiday.  Noted
9. Adjourn meeting
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8.20pm for the public session.
It was noted that the Yarmouth Road Footpath is in a state of disrepair.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to add this to the May agenda.  

It was noted that the junction of Hall Common Road and Staithe Road was often flooded.  It was also noted that the bus shelter on Bakers Arms Green required a clean out.  The Clerk would speak with the Highways Engineer and the Peakes respectively
Reconvene meeting at 8.27pm
10. Planning Applications:   
a. BA/2016/0089/NONMAT.  Hall Common Farm, Hall Common.  Non material amendment to previous permission.  Addition of roller-shutter doors.  No comment made.  Noted
11. Planning Decisions:  None
12. Finance

a. The Chairman noted that he had signed and agreed a bank reconciliation for the previous month’s finances.
b. The following payments were authorised: 
i. S/O: Peakes.  Grass cutting.  £259
ii. D/D: Clerk Pension.  £42.97 (£30.69 from PC)
iii. Chq no 1101.  J Simpson.  Parish News (9 months).  £135
iv. Chq no 1102.  Trevor Hurren Services.  Playground seesaw.  £250
v. Chq no 1103.  URM Glass.  £32.22 inc £5.37 VAT
vi. Chq no 1104.  Clerk’s salary and expenses.  £449.28
vii. Chq no 1105.  NALC.  Subscription.  £232.02
c. Receipts:
i. Recycling Credits.  £687.25
13. At the Chairman’s discretion: 
a. Cllr Monk noted that Trevor Hurren had worked extremely hard on the see saw for the playground, but that he had kept his invoice (invoice 1102) down to £250.  The Parish Council AGREED that Cllr Monk could purchase a hamper from Throwers for Mr Hurren at a value of £35
14. Items for the Parish News: 
a. Clean for the Queen Saturday 5th March, and the School Clean for the Queen Friday 4th March
b. Planning
c. Annual Parish Meeting.  3rd May.  7pm.  Reports invited
d. Glass recycling.   
e. Flooding at Whitegates
f. Change to Norwich / Ludham Bus service.  Timetable available in Throwers
15. To consider other items for future agendas
16. Next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council (The Annual Parish Council Meeting) will take place on Tuesday 3rd May 2016 at 7.30pm in the Church Rooms, Ludham
The meeting closed at 8.38pm
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