
  LUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Ludham Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th October 2016
in the Church Room, Ludham 

Present: 
Cllr M Flett
Cllr R Pinning

Cllr C Willoughby
Cllr A Lumbard

Cllr A Lupson

Cllr B Tubby
Cllr P Wall

Cllr T Gabriel

Cllr J Usher

Cllr S Farnsworth

Cllr J Youngs

Mrs J Beardshaw, Clerk
1. Welcome to the public: the Chairman welcomed 9 members of the public
2. Apologies for absence:  Cllr Monk
3. Declarations of interest: Cllr Gabriel declared an interest in agenda item 9c on the basis that he was related to the applicant.  The Chairman declared an interest in agenda item 9b on the basis that he is a Trustee of How Hill Trust
4. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th September 2016 were approved, with the following matters arising
a. Response from NCC regarding FP3.  Sarah Price at NCC had replied to the Clerk’s query as follows: ‘I had a look into the background to this path some years ago. 
 
It seems that the relevant date of this path is 1956.  The relevant date was originally the date at which no further information was accepted when compiling the Definitive map and statement, which is the legal record of public rights of way. 
 
However, on 25 September 1964 Smallburgh RDC granted planning permission for two dwellings (ref 4704) and a bungalow (4716) on the southern end of the footpath.  This effectively obstructed the legal line of the route. 
So that’s the history of it.  The solution is, as ever, not simple. 
 
Norfolk County Council has the powers to process public path orders to divert or extinguish public rights of way.  The best option would be for both homeowners to apply to divert the footpath either within the curtilage of their own properties or to approach the adjacent landowner to see if they would accept the footpath on their land.  Compensation may have to be paid to the landowner should they decide to accept the footpath. 
 
The public path order process is a costly exercise and it can be objected to.   The costs are borne by the landowners (as applicants).   If the application to divert was successful this would resolve the issue once and for all.’
The Parish Council agreed that the Clerk could purchase an unofficial fingerpost to indicate the existence of FP3, and that the Parish Council could do nothing more, apart from ensure that the gap where walkers could access FP3 is kept clear

b. Response from NCC regarding the Village Gateway Scheme.  The Clerk explained that Justin Le-May, the Highways Engineer had responded to a request for wooden village gateways as follows: ‘We have had many requests for village gateways in recent years, through the parish partnership scheme. For that reason we reviewed the style and construction of these to a) ensure a consistent countywide approach b) to keep maintenance costs down and c) for safety reasons, plastic being more forgiving in a collision.

 

The latter reason is the most important in that we also want to ensure the gateways are as safe as possible in the event of a collision, particularly when the County Council is already facing a rising trend in KSI accidents which needs to be tackled. From a maintenance point of view, although the Parish will maintain the gateway the County Council, as co-funder, also has an interest in protecting its investment.

 

All other gateways being delivered are made using recycled plastic. The slanted timber gates in Felbrigg, Aylsham etc, unfortunately are no longer being used. The plastic ones are not as unsightly as many people might think, so its them or nothing.

The Parish Council asked the Clerk to go back to Justin Le-May and explain that the Parish Council disagrees with him and would like wooden gateways

5. Correspondence:

a. PCSO report. The Police had received 17 calls since the previous meeting including reports of rowdy or nuisance behaviour, calls for a concern for safety, road traffic collisions, suspicious circumstances, a report of a harassment, a report of lost property and 3 road related calls.  In addition there had been 1 crime in the last month of an assault in Grange Close.  The victim for this did not wish to pursue a police prosecution.  
b. NALC.  LAIS document – precept consultation.  Central Government had published a paper entitled ‘Local Government Finance Settlement: Technical Consultation Paper’, which had been published on 15th September 2016.  NALC had noted that all councils will be affected and will wish to consider making a response to this important consultation on fundamental aspects of their financial arrangement.  The document had noted that the proposal is ‘that referendum principles are introduced for town and parish councils whose Band D precept is higher than that of the lowest charging district council for 2016/17 (£75.46) and which have a total precept for 2016/17 of at least £500,000 while taking account of transfers of responsibilities, and that consideration is given to the extension of referendums to all local precepting authorities’.  The Chairman noted that the threat of a referendum on precept was real but that it would be some time before this would affect Ludham, which has a Band D precept of around £10 per annum.  The Council AGREED that it did not wish to respond to the consultation 
c. BA.  Tree preservation order.  Broadgate and Fenn Hollow.  Noted
6. Agenda items: 
a. To consider Parish Council meeting dates for 2017.  AGREED.  The Clerk was asked to forward the dates round to Councillors for their diaries
b. To record the receipt of the external audit from Mazars.  Noted
7. Reports:  
a. Cllr Flett.  Boat waste update
b. Cllr Usher.  SNAP report.  Cllr Usher noted that there had been no SNAP meeting but that the radically increased police statistics in 5a above were in part due to the issues in School Close.  He would revert with any further information at the following meeting
c. Cllr Willoughby.  Play equipment consultation.  Cllr Willoughby would be following this up during October
d. Cllr Flett.  Playground site inspection report.  The Chairman had undertaken the site inspection report and had found that the waste bin was full (the Clerk had arranged for this to be emptied) and that the large Oak tree in the corner of the playground would benefit from some trimming.  The Clerk would arrange with the Peakes for them to trim the Oak Tree and any other trees which were overlooking the playground
8. Adjourn meeting
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.40pm for the public session.  
Cty Cllr Bradnock reported that she had recovered from her setback and was keen to get back up to speed.  She requested that the public contact her with any concerns.  She noted that the 3RW AGM would be taking place on the 19th October at 7.30pm in the Ludham Church Rooms.  Paul Donnachie and Tim Vincent would be present

Mr Whitehouse asked for an update on the St Benet’s Pathway.  Cllr Lumbard and Cllr Tubby explained that there was a hold up due to a gate on the Tubby land.  Cllr Tubby’s agent would be meeting with Adrian Clarke on site on Monday 10th October to view the gate. 

Cllr Farnsworth complained that Openreach vans were parking on Bakers Arms Green and damaging the green and the trees.  

It was noted that there is no bottle bank at Ludham Bridge.  The Clerk would chase this with URM

Cllr Youngs noted that the Village Hall Committee is looking for new members
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 7.50pm
9. Planning Applications:   
a. NNDC.  PF/16/1258.  The Mill House, How Hill.  Conversion of barn to dwelling.  Supported
b. BA.  2016/0295/LBC.  How Hill Trust, How Hill.  Refurbishment of upstairs toilets and shower to include moving one doorway to make room for an additional shower.  Supported
c. BA.  2016/0343/FUL.  Shed at, The Workshop, Yarmouth Road.  Change of use of outbuilding (MT shed) to residential dwelling.  The Council asked the Clerk to ask for a time extension on the application as it had been received after the agenda had been set
10. Planning Decisions:  
a. NNDC.  PF/16/1026.  Winnats, Staithe Road.  Erection of extension to existing garage.  Permitted.  Noted
11. Outstanding Highways matters for updates:
a. ENQ 900004041.  Flooding at Hall Common / Staithe road junction.  No action
b. ENQ 531757.  Flooding at Clint Street.  Reminder sent by Clerk in July.  NCC confirmed in September that the gully cleansing was ‘scheduled’.  It was noted that this had been done.
c. ENQ 541497.  Flooding at Whitegates.  Reminder sent by Clerk August 10th.  NCC confirmed that this would be programmed
d. Footpath outside School.  Update from NCC Highways – programmed for October Half Term
e. Catfield Road School signs and road markings.  Clerk contacted NCC Highways 9th September
f. Pedestrians in road sign on School Road, and ‘School’ sign on Catfield Road
g. Email 6.10.16.  Hedges obscuring mph signs around village
h. ENQ900040305.  White lines need refreshing on School Road near the School
12. Finance

a. The Chairman noted that he had signed and agreed a bank reconciliation for the previous month’s finances.
b. The following payments were authorised: 
i. S/O: Peakes.  Grass cutting.  £259
ii. D/D: Clerk Pension (September).  £44.98 inc £32.13  
iii. S/O: URM glass.  £37.80 inc £6.30 VAT
iv. Chq no 1130.  Clerk salary and expenses.  £442.10
c. Receipts:
13. Playground checks

To confirm the person responsible for the visual checks at the Playground for the month (and to take the report from the previous month’s checks).  Cllr Youngs agreed to undertake the playground report for the month
14. At the Chairman’s discretion:
15. Items for the Parish News: 
a. Boat waste

b. Planning

c. Village Hall Committee

16. To consider other items for future agendas
17. Next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 7th November 2016 at 7.30pm
The meeting closed at 9.08pm
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